
3rd SAFO workshop
System development: animal health security

The workshop will be in candidate country, 2004.

Topics to be included are:
• Animal health planning 
• Zoonoses and zoonotic diseases 
• Aphla-toxins 
• Conflicts between animal health/welfare and food safety 

with regard to animal disease treatment, use of 
antibiotics, vaccines, hormons in organic production 

4th SAFO workshop
Quality and safety of organic livestock food and
other livestock products

The workshop will be held in Switzerland, 2005.

Topics to be included are:
• Define and explore quality in food production 
• Consumers' concepts of quality 
• Methods of measuring quality 
• Control measures for measuring health risks in food 

production from farm to plate 
• Health analysis critical control points (HACCP) in the 

organic food production sector 
• Extensification, environment and health 

5th SAFO workshop
Conclusions and technological transfer

The workshop will be held in Brussels, 2006.

The workshop will focus on the overall conclusions 
and possibilities for technological transfer.

Workshops
The cornerstone of SAFO is a series of five thematic 
workshops.

1st SAFO workshop
Socio-economic aspects of animal health and
food safety in organic farming systems

The first SAFO workshop was held in Florence, 
Italy, and it focused on socio-economic aspects of 
organic animal production.
A full report can be downloaded from 
wwww.safonetwork.org in December 2003.

2nd SAFO workshop
Potential and limitations of husbandry 
practice to secure animal health, welfare and
food quality 

25-27th March 2004, in Witzenhausen, Germany.
The steering committee are now inviting abstracts 
and suggestions for possible speakers to the 
second SAFO workshop. 

The workshop will focus on the challenge of 
improving animal health and welfare, food quality
and safety on organic farms through husbandry 
practise and without the routine use of veterinary 
inputs. Sessions will focus on existing problems,
the contribution that breeding, feeding and
housing can provide into the overall system and
how the different elements are brought together at
the farm level. 

In Europe, the organic farming sector has 
experienced a rapid growth over the past decades.

The growth has raised the need of addressing food 
safety aspects in relation to animal health, the farm 
situation and the living conditions of animals.
Furthermore, the EU regulations need to be put 
into perspectives when food safety is considered.

Standards

Organic standards on livestock production must 
secure animal health and food safety, comply with 
common EU standards, allow farming systems in 
harmony with their geographic and cultural 
localities, be the result of a productive discussion 
between researchers, policy makers, farmers and 
consumers.

Objectives

The objective of SAFO is to improve food safety 
and animal health in organic livestock production 
systems through exchange and active 
communication of research results and conclusions 
between researchers, policy makers, farmers and 
the wider stakeholder community, including 
consumers.

Goals

Provide a network in which consumer and policy-
maker concerns about food safety and animal 
health and welfare in the expanding field of 
organic livestock production can be addressed. 

Support the process of development and 
implementation of EU standards on organic 
livestock production in the diverse climate of 
agricultural production systems. 

Road shows

A series of seminars or "road shows" will be held in five candidate countries. 
They will be aimed at end users (livestock producers), certification bodies and 
policy makers. 

The aim is to bring the information from the project to the end-user level in 
the candidate member states, and to encourage discussion among farmers and 
policy makers in accession countries regarding the potential, constraints and 
research requirements in relation to organic livestock production. 

The road shows will be announced on www.safonetwork.org as soon as they are 
planned.

On the website

Proceedings 
Following each of the five SAFO workshops, a full proceeding will be 
published. A summary in the languages of the individual partners will be 
produced of each proceeding. Proceedings and summaries will be published in 
hard copies and in an electronic version on www.safonetwork.org.

News list
As the project evolves, substantial news will send out as an email alert. By 
entering the project website, you can freely subscribe to email alerts.

Discussion forum
One of the ambitions of the SAFO network is to ensure and encourage 
continuous discussions on subjects that arise during the project. As the 
project evolves, topics will be put out for discussion. We expect the first 
discussion to take place after the 1st or 2nd workshop. The discussion will be 
announced on the news list.


