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Organic farming in Latvia � current situation
Dzidra Kreismane, President of Organic Farming Association of Latvia

Development of organic farming as a way of production is at the same time returning
to harmonious life in the countryside and integration of Latvia in the European Union with an
opportunity to get support payments create prerequisites to such a life.

However there is forming an interesting situation: development and achievements of
science result in development of technologies, technical supply, new agricultural chemicals,
large scope of intensive type plant varieties and animal breeds as well as genetically modified
organisms. A part of it is not acceptable to organic farming. A question arises � is going in for
organic farming a step back from opportunities provided by progress and scientific
discoveries? Was it worth doing if we have to waste money for environment recovery? Was it
worth developing food processing and use of food additives as far as nowadays the
complicated health problems identified in society are a serious reason for increasing interest
in a natural product?

In Latvia, financial support is opening new opportunities and hopes for many farms.
Since rapid growth of prices for energetic resources and production materials farmers are
living in ignorance without a bright sight in the future. Besides, we have frequently heard the
statement that small farms have no future, and that the potential for development of small-
scale production and low solvency is exceedingly limited.

The year 2005 was started with 2 % of total agricultural land area managed on organic
basis and 0.7 % organic farms out of total number of farms. The main motivation for going
organic is the search for sustaining the farm existence and, of course, comparatively great
support payments. Besides, a Latvian farmer has not forgotten manners and customs of
management, which, at the same time, is a sharp reality. The most frequent motivation heard
from farmers is as follows: �I have not used any agricultural chemicals for many years�, �We
have been going organic already for a long time�, �We wish to supply our families with
uncontaminated and natural products and avoid pollution of our land�, �To obtain support,
which would enable initiation of management, because smallholder farmers had no chance to
do it up to now�.

With financial support received, the organic farms will be able to organize agro
technical measures in such a way as to expect an increase in crop yield and animal product. In
this respect, the role of the Association of Latvian Biological Agriculture Organizations
(ALOAO) in the promotion of biological agriculture is very significant. Development of
processing agricultural products and establishment of cooperative societies must be promoted
and motivated and, of course, meeting the increased demand for organic products in shops.
Within the framework of their competence, the State institutions are doing that, however
presently the lack of strategic decision on sustainable development of the state and the role of
biological agriculture in it is a hindering factor. The most significant task for ALOAO in 2005
is to take the coordinating role for the development of the mentioned strategy with the aim to
reach the goal and provide society with natural products, contribute to the protection of the
environment, secure society education and information and availability in the sphere of
healthy food and environment protection.
Most significant achievements of ALOAO in the development of biological agriculture:
1. Information availability to producers and consumers:

- A handbook on realizing standards for �Product label �Latvian
Ecoproduct�,

- A book by M Vaivare �Environment and biological agriculture�,
- Applied biological agriculture I-III, compiled by M.Vaivare,
- A monthly bulletin,
- Brochure �Environment health farms�,
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- A booklet �Latvian ecoproduct in Zemgale�, prepared in cooperation with
Zemgale development agency,

- www.ekoprodukti.lv
- Participation in exhibitions: Riga Food, in Ramava, in Vecauce 2004,

Garden and Flora, in agricultural exhibitions in Vilnius and Poneveza
(Lithuania), in thematic meetings in Riga city and towns of Latvia,

- District conferences organized in November 2004 �Organic products way
to the market�.

2. Education
Elective study course in biological agriculture for the students of the Latvia
University of Agriculture.
Professional improvement courses organized in Latvia districts in cooperation with
the Latvian Agricultural Advisory and Training Centre. In 2004, certificates were
issued to 530 persons, and in 2005 about 700 persons are improving themselves
according to a licensed programme. The certificate obtained after the completion
of the courses is a sound document for adding to projects for getting support
payments. But knowledge is the most important thing without which work in
biological agriculture is impossible.

 3. Consultations
The main problem � lack of knowledgeable specialist organic extension workers.
Work in Leonardo da Vinci programme �A study programme for advisers in
biological agriculture�. Training appliances in printed and electronic forms have
been prepared within the framework of the project as well as training will be
organized for extension workers. The problem of extension workers availability in
all the districts of Latvia will be solved in collaboration with the Ministry of
Agriculture of Latvia.

4. Development and strengthening of market capacity
Market promotion project (Ls 15000) is realized within the framework of the
Ministry of Agriculture of Latvia. Regulations on the use of the product label have
been elaborated within the framework of the project as well as an investigation on
society�s attitude to organic products and willingness to buy them have been
carried out. Communication enterprise has been realized for the producers,
processors, traders and mass media.
In 2005, an understanding is reached with the Ministry of Agriculture regarding
granting credits to biological farmers with 4% rate of interest within the
framework of a long-term investment credit programme considering product-
processing sphere as the priority.

5. Co-partnership in IFOAM
IFOAM as a member organization has an opportunity to take part in the
improvement of legislation, in the development of political positioning in the
sphere of biological agriculture in Europe as well as defining directions for
research priorities in order to get EU funding.

6. Scientific research
Research on the quality of biologically produced products carried out by the
Research Institute of Biotechnology and Veterinary �Sigra�.
Research in biological plant breeding carried out in biological crop rotation fields
in Stende and Priekuli Plant Breeding Stations, Skriveri Agricultural Institute and
in Study and Research Farm �Vecauce� of the Latvia University of Agriculture.
Co-partnership in project �Development of Organic Products Market in the Baltic
and Nordic States� granted by the Council of Ministers of the Nordic countries.
Participation in the EU INTERREG III Project �Resources repeatedly using
biological agriculture in the Baltic sea countries and society�.
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7. Health farm - extra profit opportunity in biological farms:
In health farms guests are offered healthy and natural food products, they are
enabled to sunbathe, take a rest and enjoy non-contaminated and harmonious
environment.
Within the framework of the project, 70 biological farmers have completed special
courses under the guidance of doctors, food specialists, persons healing with the
nature, and bath-attendants.
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Organic Development plan, national policy, targets and prospects
Liga Drozdovska, Ministry of Agriculture

Financing

� Country development proposition -  Ls 9 000 000 till year 2006
� Agriculture subsidy state program - Ls 200 000 - year 2004

Ls 235 000 - year 2005
� Organic farming development program - Ls 9 786 560 till year 2006

Organic farming development program
Aims:
- To define the role of organic farming in total agriculture
- To promote the availability of Latvian organic farming products in the market.
- To stimulate environment friendly agriculture

Sub-aims:
- Development and accessibility of knowledge
- Increasing production
- Development of market
- Improvement of production infrastructure

Tasks of Organic farming development program

Main tasks to achieve the results of programme:
1. To increase the production of organic food

- year 2003 - 1% of agric.areas (LIZ) or 26 000 ha,
- year 2004 - 1.5% of LIZ or 36 000 ha,
- year 2005 -  2% of LIZ or 46 000 ha,
- year 2006 -  3% of LIZ or 56 000 ha.
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2. In 2006 to achieve a variety of organic farming products� 8 groups of products
(milk, meat, eggs, crops, fruits and berries, vegetables, honey, supplements)
and  realization of volume  3% from total realized products of agriculture in local

market.
3. In 2006 to achieve the level, when 2 % of consumers regularly buy products of organic
farming.
4. To improve the certification system and accredit it.
5. To develop the system of education, science, and consulting in organic farming.
6. To integrate in total national economy � in health and education programs..

The development program of organic farming
The results
�  The education level of farmers is sufficient for starting and developing organic food
production.
�  Organic farming areas in 2006 takes up 3% from LIZ or 56 000 ha.
�  Successful structure of market of organic farming.

Activity: to support organic farming from EU structural and state subsidy funds:

In year 2003 from state subsidy funds: Ls 479 787,90
Support to first stage processing, processing and marketing from state subsidy program in
year 2004:  Ls 200 000

The results of organic farming development program

1. To increase the production of organic food
Planned: In year 2003 - 1% from agricultural land area (LIZ) or  26 000 ha
Completion: In year 2003 - 1% from LIZ or  24 480 ha
Planned: In year 2004 - 1.5% from LIZ or 36 000 ha
Completion: In year 2004 - 1.8% from LIZ or 43 902 ha

2. To achieve in 2006 a variety of organic farming products� 8 groups of products
2003
Planned: 3 (crops, honey, supplements)
Completion:3 (crops, honey, supplements)
2004
Planned: 5 (crops, honey, supplements, milk, eggs)
Completion: 6 (crops, honey, supplements, milk, eggs, meat)

3. 10 cooperatives are established in year 2005
Support for cooperation

- Support for development of cooperation for new cooperatives
- Paying-off credit interests for approved agricultural enterprises

2003:  Planned:2   ; Completion: 2
2004:  Planned:4   ; Completion: 9
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Activity: to support the participation of persons, who are involved in the organic food chain,
in exhibitions and fairs, to support development of marketing system.

From state  subsidy funds � for market promotion: year 2003 - Ls   6 951.60
year 2004 - Ls 15 000

year 2004  - international project �Development of organic product market in Baltic and
Nordic countries� - Ls 2 551.95

Activity: to support the system of organic farming science and consulting system:

In years 2003-2004 Latvian -  Finland  project �Agroenvironment in organic farming� Ls
9368.00
In year 2004 international project �Resources recurrently utilizing organic farming in states of
Baltic Sea and society� (BERAS) � Ls 1321.61

Activity: to support demonstration trials in organic farms:

Demonstration trials in organic farming: In year 2003 - Ls 7186
In year 2004- Ls 7340

Agriculture subsidy state program

� Support to organic farmers from year 2001 to 2003
- Support was given for certified areas and certified farm animals

� Support to organic farmers from year 2004 to 2006
- Support is given to enterprises, who produce organic farming products, first stage

processing, processing and marketing
- Support for development of seed production

� Support to organic farmers from year 2005 to 2007
- Support for evaluation of cultivated plant varieties in organic farming

State subsidies in 2005

�  Support for enterprise, who produce organic farming products, processing and  first stage
processing � Ls 195 000
�  For seed production � Ls 10 000
�  For evaluation of cultivated plant varieties in organic farming� Ls 30 000
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State Supervision and Control In Organic Farming: Problems in fulfilling standards in
organic animal husbandry

Adria Sietinsone, Department for Supervision and Control in Organic Farming

 During 2004 the numbers of organic agricultural enterprises under supervision of
Food and Veterinary Service increased by 52.7 % compare to 2003.

Accelerated expansion of organic agricultural enterprises was favored by payments on
behalf of the EU for the certified agricultural land area. Enterprises starting organic
management or those in conversion to organic received a payment 139 Euros/ha, whilst
existing organic enterprises received 82 Euros/ha. In order to stimulate production of high
quality food, in 2004 state support in the form of subsidies was allotted to farms starting
organic products processing.

Agricultural enterprises with an average size of 3 � 50 ha agricultural land are
currently prevailing in the organic farming system. A very diversified production system is
characteristic to these enterprises, resulting in insufficient organic output volume, poor
assortment and limited processing of products.

 

Structure of organic agriculture enterprises by agricultural land area ( 2004 ) 

20 - 100 ha 
( 50% ) 

100 -200 ha 
( 6% ) 

Up to 20 ha 
( 42% ) 

above 200 
ha ( 2% ) 

Up to 20 ha 20 - 100 ha 100 -200 ha Above 200 ha 

In May 2004, the Latvian National accreditation office (LATAK) accredited control
institutions: SO �Environment quality� and State Ltd. �Certifying and Testing Centre�
according to standard LVS EN 45011. The Food and Veterinary Service appraised and
recognized the ability of the control institutions to provide control over actions and output
produced by organic farming enterprises, according to EU Regulation 2092/91.

In 2004, inspectors from the Food and Veterinary Service inspected 194 organic
enterprises, the results of which (activities of the control institutions and non-compliances
were stated.

Analysis of the non-compliances found in organic agricultural enterprises shows that the
main problems are connected with accounting documentation (39 %), animal keeping (16 %)
and providing animals with organic feed (10 %).

Out of 843 enterprises involved in dairy- and beef cattle breeding, control institutions in
2004 have issued 259 (30 %) permissions for keeping animals in tethered stall houses. When
analysing this deviation, we came to conclusion that in Latvia animals were predominantly
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housed in stall houses, which were built before the year 2000 and were fitted for a small
animal number � from 2 to 5.

The main problem still is forage supply in animal breeding enterprises, as in Latvia there
is neither a company nor enterprise, which produces or offers animal feed, feed mixtures or
feed components for organic agriculture enterprises. In 2004, the control institutions had
issued permissions to 166 (19.7%) enterprises for purchasing conventionally grown forage.

For organic farms which would like to expand or renew their herd, purchasing animals
from an organic source is not feasible. In 2004, the control institutions had issued 94 (11 %)
permissions to organic enterprises for obtaining animals bred under conventional conditions.
In Latvia, organic poultry farming is encountering the most significant problem, as purchasing
of conventional poultry and chickens in conformity with Regulation No. 2092/91
requirements was allowed only until 31 December 2004.

On 9 December 2004 the EC Organic farming permanent committee working group made
an alteration to introduce changes in Regulation (EEC) No. 2092/91 in Annex I Part B on
animal purchase from conventional farms. As prescribed in these alterations, the purchase of
conventional animals shall be allowed in cases when organically bred animal numbers are
insufficient, if:

� Animal mortality is high due to health or accident reasons.
� Purchase of chicks for table poultry till 3 days of age.

Purchase piglets for breeding till 31 July 2006, live weight shall be below 35 kg.
� Purchase of pullets for egg production younger than 18 weeks of age (as permitted by

a competent institution). From 31 July 2005, additional requirements laid down in
Annex I paragraphs 4 (feed) and 5 (disease observations and veterinary care)
regarding conventional pullet rearing shall be observed.

Assessment of organic enterprises� activities led us to conclude that mainly in the conversion
period, organic farming enterprises are not taking stock of the purchased veterinary medicinal
preparations, forage, plant protection and soil improvement methods, produced and realized
product. In future, attention will be paid to solving just these problems.
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Federation of Biokultura Associations and the Present Situation of Organic Farming in
Hungary

GÆbor Czeller, President, Federation of Biokultura Associations and Biokultura Association
czeller@biokultura.org

As early as 1983 the Biokultœra Klub, the first organic agriculture organisation in Central
Eastern Europe (CEE), was founded in Budapest. Its members consisted mainly of weekend
gardeners, environmentalists and people interested in natural healing methods or who simply
wanted to follow a different way of life. All were looking for a kind of agriculture that could
produce foods without using persistent, hazardous chemicals. In December 1987 Biokultœra
Egyesület was officially registered as an association for organic agriculture, the environment
and health. In the first years of Biokultœra�s existence, the development of organic agriculture
was slow because of the weak domestic market. Biokultœra became a full member of IFOAM
(the International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements) in January 1987, and was
IFOAM�s first member from the CEE region. In 1990 it organised the annual IFOAM
scientific conference, the first international IFOAM conference to take place in a Central
Eastern European country.

On 11 November 2003 7 regional and 4 professional associations founded the 'Biokultœra'
Federation. The 7 regional associations cover the entire area of the country and have been
dynamically extending their activities over education, counselling, organising event and
popularising organic products.

On 24th June 2005 Biokultura Association and the Federation of Biokultura Associations will
unite and as a result the Federation becomes the legal successior of the Association. The main
tasks will not be different but more concrete:
The Federation on a national level is a lobby group and will act to safeguard the interests of
organic farmers.
On international level its prior activity is to encourage co-operation with the similar
organisations of other accession countries.

The majority of organic farmers in Hungary are arable farmers producing raw material mainly
for EU markets.
In the near future one of the main tasks is to encourage higher level of processing of organic
products. This would be important in one hand that the added value due to processing would
remain in the Hungarian economic circulation and on the other hand the increasing demand
for processed organic food could be realised from domestic source.
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The bottle-neck of the Hungarian organic farming is: the animal husbandry
PØter Roszík, Managing Director, Biokontroll HungÆria Kht.

roszik@t-online.hu

Significant aim of the organic production is to realize the followings as far as possible within
the farm, at longest between two farms, because the EU regulation includes:

�animal husbandry is fundamental part of the organic agricultural units if it ensures manure
and nutrient for the cultivated field and contribute accordance with this fact to improving soil
and developing sustainable agriculture;�

�organic animal husbandry will ensure tight contact between such a production like this and
the soil, will ensure the appropriate crop rotation systems. �.�

�The animal husbandry will contribute the balance in the agricultural production systems by
ensuring the nutrient needs and improving the organic matter of soil. In this way animal
husbandry can help developing and sustaining the interaction between soil and plant, plant
and animal and animal and soil.�

Unfortunately only few organic farms can ensure these needs in Hungary, which show that
very few farms (160) keep organic animals from all the agricultural farms (1255), which
correspond with 12254 animal units

The 170 kg/ha N limit could ensure 2 animal units by hectares but the fact is 0,09 animal unit
altogether by hectare.

The organic farms mainly � method approval by Biokontroll HungÆria Kht. � apply farmyard
manure originated from extensive animal husbandry.

Significant part of the farms take the manure in exchange for the handed organic straw to the
extensive animal keepers and in some cases they take manure from non- organic animal
husbandry of the own farm

The reason for the low animal number is marketing difficulties (low domestic demand) and
the lack of the support for organic animal husbandry.

The main effects:
� In some of the cases animal products are missing from market
� Commonly the animals are originated from conventional farms
� Farmyard manure is missing
� Establishing the crop rotation is harder
� There are a lot of unutilized grasslands
� Lots of by-products get lost (straw, stem, cleaning waste, etc.)
� Lower hiring capacity in the organic farming sector
� The animal products processing units are not inspired for conversion to organic

production.
� Profit of organic animal husbandry is missing
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Traditional animal varieties in the Hungarian organic animal husbandry
JÆnos Seregi - PØter Pusztai - Gabriella Holló, Corvinus University, Budapest

peter.pusztai@uni-corvinus.hu

Organic animal husbandry was thought as being equal with keeping traditional breeds for a
long time. It was unimaginable that a Hungarian farmer produced beef without Hungarian
grey cattle, pork without Mangalitsa swine or chicken meat without Hungarian yellow
chicken. Acceptance of the animal husbandry regulation or formerly the organic farming
regulation of the EU brought a great change into this practice. Organic farming that
previously was done as profession of faith, in respect of traditions and to the best of one�s
belief became only a way of money making in ones� opinion. Possibility for maintenance of
traditional breeds has lost, and its places were taken over by newer breeds even in organic
animal husbandry. Regulation consigns the choice of the breed to the farmer, its only restraint
is that a stock of animals has to be established that is well adapted to the local circumstances
that is resistant and slowly growing. It is unnecessary to say that traditional local breeds can
fit the most to the local conditions in each country and of course in Hungary as well.
Therefore, if traditional breeds become current again in organic animal husbandry that would
give more benefits at the same time. Due to their resistance, hygienic risk of animal
husbandry could be decreased, even allowed allopathic treatments could be left. These breeds
can adapt well to those keeping and feeding circumstances that are given by the regulation
and could provide products of different quality than the ones from conventional production.
With respect of the whole keeping system of these breeds, maintenance of rural landscape and
livelihood of farmers could be provided in an easier way.

Big number of our traditional animal breeds can refer to that they lived in harmony with
Hungarian ecological conditions what made them able to survive till our days.
Significances of these breeds are the followings:
1. Organic animal husbandry:

� grazing with assuring animal welfare
� natural keeping method
� producing raw material and products with positive effects on human nutrition
� rural development, employment

2. Environment protection:
� preserving rural landscape
� rehabilitation of rural landscape
� animal husbandry of sensitive areas

3. Raw materials from organic animal husbardry:
� meat � milk � egg
� guarantee of originality and quality
� quantity requirements of raw material production

4. Products and their special characteristics:
� deliciousness
� packaging
� assortment
� consumers� market

5. Foods and dishes
� combination sale (Hungaricums with plant and animal origin)
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� charm of covered table
� �gastronomic evenings�

6. Role in vocational training:
� animal welfare in agricultural education (further education, farmers� training)
� �production in a living environment�

7. Possibilities of popularization:
� ecotourism: perceiving � appreciating � enjoying
� ecogastronomy: �back to old recipes and dishes�
� conference tourism

The main human health problems of the last decades (cardiovascular diseases, cancer) always
have a close connection with the actual human consumption was pointed out by the latest
researches. These results focused the interest to the relationship between the quality of animal
origin products and the human health. The main task is to provide better quality product by
changing fatty acid and nutrient composition of meat. This product has to have a positive
effect on human health, has to be produced naturally however safely and has to be based on
local breeds and feed of course.
These two last criteria � local species/breeds and traditional husbandry management � have
growing interest everywhere. This paper gives you the results of our study on Hungarian Gray
cattle and Mangalitsa pig. The cattle tests resulted that the pasture based feeding completed
with pre-wilted grass silage  influenced the fatty acid composition of the meat positively.
Ratio of Omega-6/Omega-3 fatty acids was significantly better in Hungarian gray cattle meat
than in control Holstein-fresian bull meat. The study has proved the difference among the
meat quality of 'Mangalitsa' pig and other widely used breeds in a lot of tested meat
parameters. The intramuscular fat content is higher than in other breeds and its smooth
distribution in the meat gives a better savoriness, friability and deliciousness. 'Mangalitsa'
breeds have been fattened under extensive farming system can give the meat and fat quality,
which totally fits the expectation of human nutritional guidelines. The consistence of
'Mangalitsa' pig's bacon and its perfect fatty acid composition gives a chance to produce
valuable bacons of high quality.
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Organic farming in apiculture
TamÆs Szalai, DÆniel Szalai*

Szent IstvÆn University, Gödöll�, Inst. of Environmental Management
*Szent IstvÆn University, Gödöll�, Doctoral School for Environmental Sciences

Szalai.Tamas@kti.szie.hu

In many areas of agriculture farmers have differed from the so-called conventional production
for a long time according to various conditions, depending on the personal interest and
motivation. In apiculture the place of the bee pasture and other factors may influence the
quality of bee products. Expect from the nectar source (bee pasture) there has not been
significant difference in the conventional and organic form of apiculture for many years. In
the last twenty years the appearance of the varroa mite (Varroa destructor) has changed
significantly the former practise. The source of the classical Hungarian honey, the black
locust can mostly be found in large forests where the risk of pollution is minimal. In the case
of field crops this situation is not so simple.

By the increase of organic production and consumption the need for constant conditions,
regulations and control for the producers has arisen. This can directly give guarantee for the
consumers and can be a need in trade and export. Organic farming is kept under control in
Hungary by the government regulation No.: 140/99, 2/2000 FVM-KöM common regulation
and the 2092/91 EU regulation.

In Hungary the Biokontroll HungÆria Kht. has elaborated the conditions and regulations for
organic beekeeping, which is an accepted control body as well. The activities of the registered
apiaries are very complex.

� In our study the comparison of the main natural and technological elements of the
conventional and organic apiaries has been made.

� On the regional structure of producers the typical bee pastures has been demonstrated.

� The potential and present areas of beekeeping have been demonstrated based on the
National Agri-environmental Programme as well.

� This special part of organic production has been evaluated on the basis of the
controlled sites.
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The role of old Hungarian poultry breeds in ecological (organic) farming
Szalay, I., Dong Xuan, K.D.T., Bodi, L., Barta, I., Ferencz, T., Kiss-Pet�, T.

Institute for Small Animal Research (KATKI), Gödöll�, Hungary
Department of Agro-ecology and Gene Conservation

H-2101 Gödöll�, Isaszegi œt, POB 417
szalay@katki.hu

Present day world poultry production systems, mainly broiler chicken, turkey, duck meat and
table egg production branches, are characterised by intensive type of farming. Low quality
products of poultry industry however are offered for cheap mass consumption in the
developed world, while consumers being particular about their food look for highly processed
products, which are controlled at all stages of production. Well-known representatives of the
latter products are the ecologically produced (bio, organic) poultry meat and egg. On the other
hand, concerning, that organic type of production is gradually becoming a high input system �
instead of the practice of the original objective: the natural production � development of
alternative poultry industry can nowadays be observed. We would like to put stress upon
ecological poultry farming here, which is characterized by serving sustainable agricultural
production, involving both the low input alternative production systems and local poultry
breeds used for production.
A considerable part of the territory of Hungary  � including arable land, pastures, forests and
ponds � are suitable for ecological type poultry farming both in their natural forms, or as
plantations, or as wetland habitats for waterfowl. Ecological farming will (or should) be a
determining factor of the agricultural use of these territories, if conservation of the
environment, landscape and traditions are of concern.
Another important element of ecological farming is the use of breeds adapted to local
conditions. In Hungary, old Hungarian poultry breeds are suitable for ecological type of
production, mostly because they went through a long time adaptation process to our
environmental, climatic and rearing conditions during their formation, they are part of our
rural landscape and old animal production culture, and provide very high quality products.
Old Hungarian landrace poultry breeds include chicken (Hungarian and Transylvanian naked
neck), adapted turkey (Bronze and Copper), landrace Guinea fowl, Hungarian goose and its
frizzled variant and Hungarian duck. All of them are well adapted to local conditions and can
be used for high quality production. The best way to utilize the breeds in production is
ecological farming for which they are best suited. It also means, that real ecological farming
needs the use of local breeds. By this, low input, high quality, natural poultry production can
be developed, and the breeds therefore serve sustainability and conservation of the breeds too.
For this, however, certain organic standards (e.g. minimum age and 170 kg N/ha equivalent of
different chicken, Guinea fowl and duck) have to be revised or elaborated for local, low
production breeds and systems.
Variousness has to be ensured in all parts of organic farming. Diversity of the environment,
breeds (both plants and animals), production systems and products have an equal importance
in maintaining agro-biodiversity and sustainability, all of which should be considered to
develop real, ecological type production. In this process, local poultry breeds should play an
important role, even in the near future.
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Hungary Roadshow: Detailed Report of Working Group Discussions
Györgyi TakÆcs

Szent IstvÆn University, Faculty of Veterinary Science
gytakacs@chello.hu

Animal health and housing (ruminants, pig, poultry):
Nowadays, traditional breeds (like Hungarian Grey Cattle, Mangalitsa Pig) are preferred

and kept mainly in organic farming in Hungary. Hopefully this trend will be continued. The
traditional livestock is kept extensively, and is very resistant to the majority of diseases that
may endanger the conventional livestock. Besides that, there are some organic dairy farms in
Hungary, where conventional dairy cows are kept (e.g. Holstein-Friesian). The most
important diseases are the same as in the conventional dairy farms: mastitis, lameness,
injuries caused by horns, metabolic disorders and diarrhoea of calves. For the control the calf
diarrhoea and compliance with the standard, keeping two calves in a box seems to be a good
solution.

Sheep are grazing from spring till late autumn, and are kept indoors, in stables only during
the winter months. During this time, the stables are overcrowded what seems to be non-
compliance with the standard. The main diseases are: external and internal parasites, lameness
in sheep (foot rot), mastitis in dairy ewe and nutritional deficiencies. Tick infestation is
especially great problem in goats but is presently an overall seemingly unsolvable problem in
livestock farming in Hungary.

Mangalitsa Pigs seem to be very resistant to most diseases. The housing systems range
from free ranging to outdoor pasture. Sometimes, they are infected by Sarcoptes mangae.
Organic egg and meat production in Hungary are run on an integrated basis. Main problems at
the poultry are the feather pecking, cannibalism and mangae. The area of 4 m2/bird, given in
the standard, seems to be excessive since the hens normally do not use such a large territory.

Alhough the controlling and certificating systems (we have two certificate bodies: Hungaria
Biokontroll Kht* and Hungaria Öko Garancia Kft**) seem to be well established in Hungary,
there is an overall lack in advisory persons, advisory bodies and easily understandable
information for farmers and veterinarians in organic livestock farming, including a list of
suggested remedies and food-supplements. It would be important and desirable that
distributors of pharmaceuticals and feed supplements recognise this situation and they contact
the certification bodies with a list of their recommended products. A data bank containing the
full list of medicaments, feed supplements and vitamins that are approved for use in organic
livestock farming should be available. There is already a huge demand for such products, and
this need should be recognized by the manufacturers and distributors. Similarly, there is a
great potential in organic feed production for the feed mixing factories.

The veterinarians are poorly informed (if at all) on standards and requirements of organic
farming. There is an overall lack of interest of veterinarians toward alternative or
complementary methods. Although there are 20 veterinarians having the Certificate of
International Association for Veterinary Homeopathy, most of them are interested only in
small animal practice. The number of registered homeopathic and phytotherapeutic remedies
is insignificant. The registration procedure is very hard and expensive. Only a few complex
remedies are registered in Hungary, and this fact prevents the vets from applying the classical
veterinary homeopathic methods. The mutual acceptance of these kind of remedies is failing
in all EU countries. The use of unregistered remedies at food producing animals would
elongate the withdrawal time, but it also endangers the licence of a veterinarian.

The farmers consider veterinary treatments very expensive. Perhaps some sort of vouchers for
organic livestock farmers would facilitate this situation. The farmers often treat their animals
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on their own and �have to learn from their own failures� during the whole production. The
costs of rendering animal carcasses harmless (correct disposal) are very high.

Food safety, food quality:
In Hungary the same regulations are applied for all food manufacturers and stakeholders,
irrespective of their size, small or large. The food safety laws seem to have been formulated
so that they deregulate large corporations and over-regulate the small scale self organized
economy. Such industrial food safety standards promote large scale, globalised production,
and act against local foods. The food safety standards seem to be very acceptable from the
perspective of food safety, but they are difficult to fulfil in practice. The working groups
suggested that new negotiations should be started with the EU on the induction of regulation
of processing activity at two levels. A so called �two level regulation� could ensure softer
requirements for small processing units, and this would promote the local sale of organic
products. It is desirable to encourage and support the processing, manufacturing of organic
products as a whole.

Stakeholders' perceptions and priorities on food quality are very different. The consumer�s
protection institutions, health authorities and environmental protection should be more
initiative in the issues of organic farming. There are no published data on the safety of organic
products in Hungary at all. The monitoring system of these products seems failing.
Research on organic livestock farming is very limited in Hungary. There have been some
studies on meat quality of Mangalitsa Pig and Hungarian Grey Cattle, but they have not been
published broadly.

Marketing of organic products:
It is most desirable that the emphasis on the benefits of organic food consumption should be
increased. This does not seem to occur apart from the area of �direct marketing�. The national
data on advantages of consuming organic foods and moral support from the part of the
government are obviously failing. At the same time, the prices of organic foods are two or
three times higher than that of the conventional ones. Only the wealthy or unhealthy people
can afford to consume organic foods. In fact, the majority of them are mostly vegetarians.

The Biocultura Association should exert more activity and political influence in order to
improve sales potential. A good solution would be for educational or health institutions such
as hospitals and schools to use organic products. It is a very sad fact that about 30 % of the
Hungarian pupils go to school without a breakfast nowadays.

Organic farming and products should not be evaluated according to their economical
performance because this results in a distorted picture. The profit realisable from this sector is
very low if at all, therefore its social influence should rather be considered. The organic
farming itself as a whole should be publicised rather than the individual products.

In the process of marketing, the following facts should be emphasised:
� Favourable influence on employment (gipsies, women, those with low level education,

etc),
� Environmentally friendly farming method,
� Food production without the use of chemicals or artifical fertilizers,
� High respect to the harmony of soil�plant�animal�human relations during production,
� Environmental consciousness,
� High quality products of good taste,
� Preservation of the consumer's health,
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� Re-utilisation of agricultural territories that cannot be used for other purposes,
� Exploitation of local resources, strengthening the small territory cohesions, rural

development,
� Potentials and advantages of "organic" tourism,
� Maintenance of biodiversity.

Statutory financial support for organic farming
The biggest problem of all for organic livestock farmers in Hungary is perhaps the lack of
national strategy concerning organic farming, although almost each Western-European
country has already created such a strategy. At this moment in Hungary there is no subsidy or
financial support for organic livestock farming. The payment of subsidies for organic farming
have been delayed, as have all other subsidies. There is an overall lack of support for organic
farming and particularly for organic livestock farming, and lack of a national strategy on the
part of the government, the authorities and policy makers. According to the 2nd National
Agricultural Environmental Protection Programme (2003-2008), Hungary is planned to have
300000 ha certificated organic land by 2008. (However this aim seems to be contradicted by
the words of a parliamentary Undersecretary of State of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development, issued on 13rd January 2004 at a session of the �Rural Parliament�: �Organic
farming is a big business, therefore there is no need for support from the state at all.�

According to the paper by Martiscek, the payment of subsidies for organic livestock farming
will be expected only in the next year, perhaps in May. But the subsidies will be paid only
above a minimal animal number, e.g. 3 cows/farmer. This regulation will conflict with local
regulations, e.g. the number of animals kept by one farmer in many local settlements is
limited to 2 cows. Traditional small farmers will be penalised because they will not get any
subsidies. At the same time, the maximum animal number in a farm is not limited,
endangering the overall aim of organic farming. The subvention frame for organic production
has to be increased so that everyone who fulfils the conditions, is eligible for payments. It
seems that on the market of EU, Hungarian organic farmers producing without any subsidies
are compelled to compete for with their foreign colleagues who are significantly supported. It
would be interesting to compare the level of support for organic farming and especially
organic livestock farming in the individual member countries. Support for research on organic
farming is also needed very much.

Proposals of SAFO Roadshow working groups for the modification of the Council
Regulation No. 2092/91:
To 11. article: Import from a third country
(6) �By way of derogation from paragraph 1, the importer(s) in a Member State shall be

authorized by the competent authority of the Member State to market until 31 December
2005, products imported from a third country not included in the list referred to in
paragraph 1 (a) provided the importer(s) furnish(es) the competent authority of  the
importing Member State with sufficient evidence that the imported products were
manufactured according to production rules equivalent to those laid down in Article 6 and
7 and were subject to inspection measures of equivalent effectiveness to those referred to
in Articles 8 and 9, and that such inspection measures will be permanently and effectively
applied.�

The working groups� proposal: the deadline determined above not to be modified or only in
case of market shortage should it be applied.

To I. Annex: Principles of organic production at farm level
C. Beekeeping and beekeeping products
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6.5. � If a treatment is applied with chemically synthesised allopathic products,
during such a period, the colonies treated must be placed in isolation apiaries and all the
wax must be replaced with wax complying with the conditions laid down in this
Regulation. Subsequently, the conversion period of one year will apply to those
colonies.�

The working groups propose modification on the above part of the regulation as it is carried
out in case of animals having lifetime less than one year:
If the bee colony gets treatment with chemically synthesised allopathic products or with
antibiotics more than once a year the concerned animals and their products must not be sold
according to this regulation. For these animals have to be applied the conversion period
prescribed in the 2. section of this annex with the permission of the inspection authority/body.
In case of single (authorized) treatment of bees beekeeping products can be sold as organic
only after next harvest of the honey provided that after treatment residue cannot be detected in
the course of the compulsory laboratory analyses.
In case residue can be detected, on concerned animals have to be applied the conversion period
prescribed in the 2. section of this annex with the permission of the inspection authority/body.

To B. Livestock and livestock products from the following species: Bovine (including bubalus
and bison species), porcine, ovine, caprine, equidae, poultry.
8.4.3. � Buildings for all poultry must meet the following minimum conditions: they must

have exit/entry pop-holes of a size adequate for the birds, and these pop-holes must have
a combined length of at least 4 m per 100 m2 area of the house available to the birds;�

Proposal: quantity of adequate exits should relate to animal number as well, not only for m2.

To 8.5. General derogation on the housing of livestock
8.5.1. By way of derogation from the requirements set out in paragraphs 8.3.1, 8.4.2,
8.4.3 and 8.4.5 and the stocking densities laid down in Annex VIII, the competent
authorities of the Member States may authorize derogations from the requirements of
these paragraphs and of Annex VIII for a transitional period expiring on 31 December
2010. This derogation can only be applied to livestock producing holdings with existing
buildings, constructed before 24 August 1999 and in so far as these livestock buildings
comply with national rules concerning organic livestock production, in force prior to
that date, or in the absence thereof with private standards accepted or recognized by the
Member States.�

Proposal: the regulation allows derogation in the above article for new members of the EU
until 31 December 2015.

According to the working groups the Regulation should be supplemented with the
followings:

� special requirements referring to beef cattle;
� requirements referring to currently non-regulated animal species (eg. rabbit, fish,

game, pigeon, etc.);
� additives and processing aids which are useable for product of animal origin

ingredients.

According to the working groups, a National Regulation should be made for traditional
products.

According to the working groups, a certificate system that traces quantities, delivered lots
should be introduced.
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Other proposals related to the Regulation
� New negotiations should start with EU on introduction of regulation of processing

activity on two levels (we request differing, softer requirements for small processing
units).

� Possibility of grazing together different species of ruminants
� Modification of regulation referring to allocation farmyard manure is needed, which

gives possibility for application procedures of conventional manure handling.
Unfortunately, the low animal density (0,1 animal unit by hectare) makes such a
change possible.

� Beekeeping:
1. At the end of the conversion period/or in the case of parallel keeping/ there

might be need for testing given conventional medicines, chemicals in wax
and/or in honey. Grant/subsidy for these examinations would be reasonable.

2. Limited permission for the use of conventional sugar (under precisely
described conditions) (e. g. in conversion) if combs (wax) would not need
replacement afterwards.
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Data on organic livestock farming in Hungary in 2004
Györgyi TakÆcs

Szent IstvÆn University, Faculty of Veterinary Science
gytakacs@chello.hu

Two organic certification bodies operating:
Data by Biokontroll Kht:
160 farms dealt  with animal production altogether with 12 254 animal units (i.e. 500 kg).
Data by Hungaria Öko Garancia Kft:
7 farms dealt with animal production altogether with 610.18 animal units (i.e. 500 kg).

The distribution of livestock is shown in Table 1:

Table 1: Number of animal units according to animal species

Animal species
Certified by
Biokontroll
Hungaria PIC

Certified by
Hungaria Öko
Garancia Ltd

Poultry 147.2 484.03
Buffalo 327.4
Sheep 2121.8 14.74
Goat 252.8 42.71
Horse 247.3 3
Pig 703.5 65.70
Mule 1.4
Cattle 8419.4
Donkey 32.8
Total 12253.6 610.18 12863.78

Figure 1. Data on inspected animal numbers (in Animal Unit) 1999-2004 (by
Biokontroll)

�������

������	

������

		����
�
		�	�

	����

�

����

����

����

����

	����

	����

	����
�
������
��

	


 ���� ���	 ���� ���� ���� ����



DRAFT

25

Figure 2. Changing number of animal livestock farmers 1999-2004 (data of Biokontroll)

Figure 3. Distributions of animal livestock farming in animal unit 2004 by Biokontroll
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Figure 4. Changing number of inspected bee families 1999-2004 by Biokontroll

Figure 5. Changing number of inspected bee-keepers 1999-2004
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Non-compliance with the standards:

Disease prevention principles
5.2. Animal-health problems should be
controlled mainly by prevention

Can be problematic occasionally, but only in a
few cases. (Mostly: composition of feed �
micro-nutrients, toxins, housing, inadequate
bedding)

Appropriate treatment of diseased animals
5.4. The use of veterinary medicinal

products in organic farming shall
comply with the following principles:
(a) phytotherapeutic, homeopathic
products and trace elements and
products shall be used in preference to
chemically-synthesised allopathic
veterinary medicinal products or
antibiotics. provided that their
therapeutic effect is effective for the
species of animal and the condition for
which the treatment is intended;

On the one hand in some cases the farmer
applies antibiotics too early � this is the first
step; on the other hand sometimes the farmer
thinks that the one described in this point is the
obligatory order of treatments in every case
(whereas it is not an obligation. it must depend
on the state of the animal).
Reason: The network of vets applying these
methods is very limited. They cannot be
reached easily; farmers do not trust enough in
the effectiveness of these methods.

Availability of feedstuffs in quantity and quality and adequate formulation of diets
4.3. Feed must come from the unit or (�).

at least 50% of the feed shall come
from the farm unit itself or be
produced in cooperation with other
organic farms.

It can be a problem in case of animals fed on
concentrate feed. Grains can be bought on the
free market from another organic farm, but this
requirement is too strict. It needs compromises,
which can be at the expense of quality as it
decreases the number of possible sources.

4.8. Until 24 August 2005 the use of a
limited proportion of conventional
feedstuffs is authorised where it is
unable to obtain feed exclusively from
organic production

To the expense of quality. It would be needed to
keep possible only when reasonable based on
strict technical arguments
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Animal welfare issues
6.1.5 .(�) cattle can be tethered in

buildings already existing before 24
August 2000, provided that regular
exercise is provided and rearing
takes place in line with animal
welfare requirements (�)
transitional period expiring on 31.12
2010.

It can cause problems. In Hungary the regulations
on organic livestock keeping have been in force
since 2002, therefore the time period is shorter. It
might be reasonable if in case of new accession
countries this time period would be longer but
with the same conditions.

8.4.3.Buildings for all poultry must meet
(�) minimum conditions: (�) at
least one third shall be solid (�).
they must have perches of a size and
number commensurate with the size
of the group and of the birds; they
must have entry/ exit pop-holes of a
size adequate for the birds.

Proposal: quantity of the adequate exit is to relate
to animal number as well, not only to area m2.
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Evaluation of inspection and certification activities on  ecological animal farms in 2005
V. Cabuk, Naturalis SK

All subjects registered in the system of ecological agriculture by relevant organs of state
administration (the so-called holders of registration) are subject to system of  inspection and
certification with the aim to guarantee genuineness  of bioproducts or biofoods for  purchaser
or consumer. Therefore the  system of inspection must  guarantee that the ecological products
have been produced in accordance with rules that apply to ecological agriculture. The system
also ensures the so-called traceability and identification of ecological products throughout
their production process. Because of that each holder of registration is obliged, in accordance
with Act No. 421/2004 of the Civil Code on ecological agriculture and EU regulations, to
make a contract with one inspection organisation and allow the control institution to carry out
inspection. In SR there are  accredited private inspection organisations that carry out
inspections (audits)  of registration holders through inspectors of ecological agriculture. In
2005 the respective inspection and certification activities were carried out by company
Naturalis SK s.r.o. This company obtained special authorisation for these activities from
ÚKSUP (Central Control and Testing Institute of agriculture) in July 2004 (validity expires in
July 2007).

Extent of activities:
- plant production, including conversion,
- agricultural production, including conversion
- food from ecological agriculture, incl. conversion
- products and food  from ecological agriculture in importers from countries of the 3rd world
- applicants for registration

Procedure of inspection:
At the end of 2004, individual registration holders obtained binding applications for
inspection and by means return slip applied for inspection in 2005. After paying the basic fee
the contract was made with the inspection body and they were put on the list of subjects for
inspection. Then they  obtained forms for introductory inspection that served as a basis for the
inspection. The filled out applications were distributed to individual inspectors who prepared
plans of inspections and submitted it to the head of the certification body who, after
summarisation reported it to ÚKSUP. During the inspection individual inspectors checked the
current state with that on the  application and recorded any changes. The inspection included
accounting,  records, land and herds or processing line, stores and other facilities according to
orientation of the subject and respective situation and judged conformity of farming with the
rules of ecological agriculture (relevant legislation). Reports were prepared from each
inspection (allowing inspected subjects to make their comments). The relevant parts of reports
are filed and serve as a basis for giving certificates.
Registration holders must be inspected at least once a year but there are usually 2-3
inspections, particularly by inspectors for plant production, animal production and processing
of products. If a certificate is required or in case of detected shortcoming or suspicion of
violation of rules more frequent inspections are possible. Usually, the inspection is announced
ahead of time but unannounced inspections are not excluded especially in case of potential
substitution of conventional and ecological products in so-called mixed operations. The
inspection organisation is entitled to take samples for analysis (testing of products,
determination of residues or contamination. Costs of inspections are covered by registration
holders.

Review of registration holders and inspection activities
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Altogether 238 applications were sent to subjects. Out of them 228 were confirmed
and returned but later on 18 were cancelled by subjects for different reasons and 10 were
cancelled by Naturalis (financial obligations were not met by the subjects). At the present,
200 subjects has valid contract with Naturalis for 2005.

a) Division according to orientation and the term of entry into the system
of 230 subjects: 69 - ecological producers of bioproducts

   96 - ecological producers of bioproducts in the Ist year of conversion
   39 - ecological producers of bioproducts in the IInd year of conversion
     1 - ecological producers of bioproducts in the IIIrd year of conversion

               16 - ecological producers of biofood
      1 - importers and distributors of bioproducts and biofood
      3 - harvesting free growing plants

                              5 - applicants for registration
   89 % are registration holders involved in primary agricultural production and about 7 %
producers of biofood

b) Division according to the legal form
of 230 subjects  38 co-operative farms 16.52 %

          107 Ltd. (s.r.o.)   46.52 %
    6 Inc.  (a.s.)     2.61 %
  79 private farmers      34.35 %

     Ltd. and PF make up 80 % of registration holders

c) According to land and registered crops
Only arable land (AL 16.3 %
Only permanent grassland (PG) 31.0 %
Arable land and PG                43.3 %
Only orchards and vineyards  4.1 %
Other (AL, PG, orch.)  5.3 %

d) Review of registered animal herds (for inspection in 2005)
Species Ecological Conventional
Cattle 85  11
Sheep 85 2
pigs  7 8
Goats 20 0
Horses 26 4
Bees   1 2
Hens   2 2
Geese   1 0
Ducks   1 0

Results of inspection
In 2005 at least one inspection was carried out on 195 farms. Altogether there were 346
inspections, out of that 191 in plant production. Inspected were 134 animal herds, 20
processing operations and one importer. Inspections were carried out regarding 11 certified
products (8 in producers, 3 in stores). The inspections are still in progress and complete
evaluation will be summarised in 2005 Inspection and Certification report.

On the basis of inspection, provided that all conditions were fulfilled, the certification body
issues a certificate for production and confirms compliance with the rules. In addition to
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identification information, the certificate  specifies type and quantity of products or food that
the holder can sell as ecological. Positive result of certification allows the producer to mark
the products and food according to the rules of ecological agriculture.

Naturalis SK s.r.o.  issued in this year 153 certificates out of that 84 certificates for
bioproducts (mostly herbs, fruit and cereals), 2 certificates for bioproducts from conversion,
65 certificates for biofood (mostly flour, tea, bread, distilled products and fruit juices, dried
vegetable, peeled barley, pasta). Certification process of additional 15 products was
unsuccessful and 5 certifications were interrupted. Supervision of eleven  certified products
was executed. However, none of the certificates concerned animal  products and certification
committee received this year only two application for certification of animal products (sheep
milk and sheep biocheese), but certificates were not issued because of various shortcomings.

The most  frequent non-compliances on ecological animal farms in the period of 2004-2005
- using parallel ways of keeping for animals, most frequently conventional dairy cows and

ecological cows without  milk production
- the use of unauthorised feed, mixed feed and feed additives
- exceeding the permitted proportion of conventional feed
- early weaning of the young, particularly calves
- tethering in cattle herds
- insufficient or inaccurate evidence, accounting not separated
- failure to comply with requirements on internal or external area
- unauthorised purchase of animals
- unsuitable housing, insufficient light, litterless housing,  slotted floors
- no access to pasture or runs particularly for young animals and fattening
- conventional and ecological inputs and outputs are not separated
- unavailable data, for example formulas of mixed feeds, premixes, accounting documents
- unauthorised interventions
- the use of unauthorised medicines and hormones

Inspections in animal production - personal experience
Inspections in 2005 unambiguously proved that  the subjects enter the system of

ecological agriculture in many cases unprepared, insufficiently informed, without concrete
enterprising intention, motivated by potential subsidies and frequently with  mistaken  opinion
that what they practice is already ecological agriculture because (due to insufficient money)
they already do not use artificial fertilisers. However, ecological agriculture is a complex of
requirements  on working  procedures and approach of the farmer to the countryside and  the
applicants are sometimes surprised by requirement of the inspection body during initial
inspection. They do not always understand that subsidies in fact cover increased costs and
decreased   yields and therefore it is not possible to  receive subsidies and at the same time
increased productivity in comparison with conventional farms. On bigger farms, the subjects
sometimes enter the system without informing the personnel on lower levels (animal
husbandry technicians or personnel tending to animals)  about basic rules and conditions of
ecological farming. another problem in SR is the parallel keeping of animals with observation
of respective conditions. To carry out inspection and guarantee the rules on such farms is a
very demanding process.

Although all inspections planned for this year have not yet been completed, more than one
third of all subjects with animal production  were checked and this provides some picture
about the situation
Number of inspected subjects: 71, out of that in the Ist year of conversion: 38

Compliance with the rules 21 subjects 29.6 %
Compliance, but inspections  9 subjects 12.7 %
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not completed due to incom-
plete data
Non-compliances 40 subjects 56.3 %
Inspection cancelled   1 subject   1.4 %

The results presented above indicate that more than half of the subjects did not
observe fully the rules of ecological agriculture.

Number of non-compliances: 56, out of that in 9 cases an exception was granted for a
limited period.

Type of non-compliance Number of non-compliances
Total Exception

granted
Tethering of cattle 23 6
Unauthorised purchase of animals   7 1
Parrallel keeping of cattle   2 -
Unauthorised interventions 11 2
Insufficient evidence   1 -
Exceeding proportion of unauthorised and
conventional feed   5 -
Unsuitable housing facilities               3 -
No access to pasture and runs   4 -

41 % of non-compliances involved tethering of cattle (logical in older buildings with
older technologies) used as a rule in winter or at night and temporarily in the period of
calving. Almost 20% of non-compliances are related to unauthorised intervention
(decornuation in cattle and docking of tails in sheep).

However our assumptions that higher proportion of non-compliances will be
observed in subjects in the initial period of conversion were not proved:

Full compliance: 21 subjects
of that 10 subjects in the Ist year of conversion (of 38 subjects � 26.3 % in compliance)
            11 subjects outside the Ist year of conversion (of 33 subjects � 33.3 % in  compliance)

Non-compliance: 40 subjects
of that � subjects outside the Ist year of conversion: of 33 subjects � 19 (57.6 %) with   30

   non-compliances
-  in the Ist year of conversion: of 38 subjects � 21 (55.3 %) with 26 non-compliances

Results of inspection according to legal form of the subject
Compliance Non-compliancesTotal number of

subjects Number % Number %
Unfinished
inspections

Co-op farms 13 4 30.8 7 53.8 2
Ltd. 31 11 35.5 1         5 48.4 5
Private farmers 27 6 22.2 1         8 66.7 3

According to personal experience and results, no relationship between the legal form
of the subject, its orientation or term of entry to the system was observed although some
differences are evident.
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Evaluation of ecological agriculture from the point of view of Central Control and
Testing Institute of Agriculture ÚKSÚP

J. SchlosserovÆ, ÚKSUP

Ecological agriculture is a system of production of agricultural products and subsequently
also food that is governed by precisely specified rules. The rules apply to inputs to the system,
production itself and its conditions, marking and storage of products and their movement. A
specific element of ecological agriculture is the system of registration and supervision of
compliance with the rules of ecological agriculture. The so-called inspection of ecological
agriculture is carried out on two levels: inspection organisations and a competent body. The
inspection organisation must fulfil a number of precisely defined criteria. Currently, there is
on one inspection organisation in SR: NATURALIS SK, s.r.o., with the code SK-02-BIO.
The competent body for ecological agriculture in SR is ÚKSUP, namely its Department of the
environment and ecological agriculture with the competence to authorize inspection
organisation to carry out inspection and subsequent certification  in the system of ecological
agriculture  and to supervise the procedure of inspection and certification. ÚKSUP has other
important competences in the field of ecological agriculture on  bot national and international
level. All of them are based on legislation for ecological agriculture which includes the
following:
- Act No. 421/2004 of the Civil Code on ecological agriculture
- Council Directive and Directives of Commission for Ecological Agriculture.

The respective legislation specifies rules of ecological agricultural production, import
from the third countries, inclusion on the list of the so-called third countries and the use of
bioseeds. Each Directive was updated several times. For working purposes of ÚKSUP the
Department of the environment and ecological agriculture prepared the so-called
consolidated texts of Directives for ecological agriculture (www.uksup.sk). The rules for
animal production in the system of ecological agriculture were set in 1999. Ecological
plant production was initiated in 1991 when 37 farms worked the area of 14 773 ha (plant
production). By  December 31st, 2004, in accordance with legal regulations, 127
registration holders (ecological agriculture), of that 117 farmers, were registered by the
Department of the environment and ecological agriculture of ÚKSUP. By December 31st,
2004, the number of bioproducers registered by ÚKSUP was19 which is not high but
represents considerable increase compared to year 2000 when there were none. Processing
of raw products  of ecological agriculture has developed very little. The majority of raw
products is exported or transported  to other EU Member States and to Switzerland.
Availability of products of ecological agriculture to Slovak consumers is low, moreover,
they are little informed about their existence. It is a pity because these products are subject
to strict rules as far as production process is concerned and compliance with the rules is
checked systematically by inspection organisation and the activities of this organisation
are supervised by the competent body. The  biofood complying with the above mentioned
criteria must be provided with information which shows origin of the respective food in
the system of ecological agriculture and with a code of the inspection organisation for
ecological agriculture. In SR the inspection organisation is NATURALIS s.r.o. SK and its
code is SK-02-BIO.

Moreover, additional marking (emblems/logos) is used  to help the consumers.
Development of ecological agriculture in SR

Year 1991 37 farms 39ha/farm
14 773 ha

2003 88 farms 619 ha/farm
54 479 ha

2004 117 farms 464 ha/farm
53 091 ha
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Proportion of total land area:  
2003 2.2 %
2004 2.7 %
2005 4.7 %

Registration holders (up to July 31, 2005):
Total Plant production Animal production

Farmers 203 58 187
Certif.   62 23   39
3rd year of conv.              4           4     -
2nd year of conv.    49 11   38
1st year of conv.   130  20                               110
Production of biofood     20

Farms with animal production/July 2005:
Certif. 2nd year 1st year Total

Cattle 25 30 72 127
Sheep 22 18 61 101
Horses 5 3 24 32
Goats 3 1 12 16
Pigs 2 1 4 7
Gees 0 1 2 3
Ducks 0 0 2 2
Hens 0 1 1 2
Turkeys 0 0 1 1
Bees 0 1 0 1

Certification of bioproducts and biofood: (number of issued certificates)
2004
bioproducts: 242 (plant origin)

     1 (animal origin
biofoods: 75 (plant origin) (8 producers)

     5 (animal origin) (2 producers)
from conversion:  0
for export:      25
Total:    348 certificates

Market with biofood in SR
- 63 + 6 certified biofoods
- local shop (on farm)
- Health shops
- Supermarkets

Supplement to Act. 421/2004 (effective from Aug. 2004)
§ 10 Sanctions
(1)a  40 000 � 50 000 Sk  - registration holders who fail to report changes in registered
data to ÚKSUP
(1)b   50 000 � 60 000 Sk � registration holders who fail to report to ÚKSUP within 15
days that they  made a contract with respective inspection body
(1)c   80 000 � 100 000 Sk  - inspection body � failure to fulfil duties
(2)     800 000 � 1 000 000 Sk -  deceitful marking of products
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Health status and quality of products on ecological farms

A GlejdurovÆ, Co-op farm Liptovska Teplicka

The village Z. Tepli�ka has 2 250 inhabitants (460 permanently inhabited houses).
The terrain is uneven and the length of local communications is 7 537 m. The number of
inhabitants has increased after 1991 by 200 people, partially young ones who returned from
towns to their native village. A serious problem is high unemployment (more than 30 % since
1998). Relatively high proportion  (18 %) of Roma contributes to this situation.

Our farm belongs to the district Poprad and is located in the region Horný Liptov,
approx. 905-1400 m above the sea level. The seat of the district authorities is located   at a
distance of 36 km. The weather is humid and cold (mountainous area) with mean annual
temperature only 2-5oC. Temperatures drop below zero between 21 Sept. and 1st Oct (2004)
and freezing temperatures persist up to 21st May. Land used to be covered by snow for
approx. 170 days  but recently, due to global warming and some  dams built on the river VÆh
the situation has changed. The area farmed is approx. 1325 hectares, out of that only 60
hectares is arable land. Part of the land  area (566 ha) is in the Ist and IInd zone of protection
of water sources (for towns Poprad, Ke�marok, S.N.Ves and Levo�a. The entire  farm is
located in the National Park the Low Tatras. Because of that the co-operative farm  joined the
ecological system in 1991 (on 143 ha  after 1991 and the entire farm  after 1993). We grow
mostly potatoes, winter cereals and fodder on the arable land and keep cattle, sheep and  sport
horses (for agro-tourism). Our village was founded by upper Orava-Goral people and the
language corresponds to this. The first mention of our village dates back to 1634 but it is
probably much older. It was named after  the brook Tepli�ka that does not freeze in  winter.
Our ancestors  built  and farmed terrace fields but also worked in  forests as woodcutters or
seasonal workers (also women) and used the river �ierny VÆh to transport the logs. After the
World War I a small railway was built to transport it (served till 1972). The Co-operative
farm was established in 1975 as a part of the farm in �trba. Two sheep houses and hay-barns
were build. We have farmed as an independent farm since 1991. One sheep house was rebuilt
to the house for cattle (all categories: from calves and dairy cows to young cattle and
fattening). Our capacities for cattle are insufficient. In 2000 one of hay-barns was rebuilt to
free house for cows without market production of milk. At the present a reconstruction is in
progress to prepare housing facilities for suckling cows and other cattle. From May till
October (according to weather) our animals are on pasture (1000-1400 m above the sea level)
supervised by shepherds. We continue with cross-breeding of Pinzgau cattle with Limousine
for production of meat. The quality of potatoes and beef produced by our farm considerably
surpasses that from conventional farms. This is not only an advertisement. Our products are
intended for our own boarding-house but were also sold in the meat shop in Z.Tepli�ka.
However, this shop was closed because of increasing rent that became unmanageable. We
also  approached the slaughterhouse in Svit which supplies meet to hotels in the Tatra region
but  were unsuccessful. When SR joined EU the situation became still more complicated
because many slaughterhouses were closed as they failed to comply with EU requirements.
Currently it is most advantageous for us to export the weaned young animals to Italy,
however, without certificate as  conventional products. We asked the inspection organisation
NATURALIS to allow us to perform decornuation because many animals were damaged,
even died. This becomes very important because the costs of processing of cadavers has
increased considerably. With regard to the health problems in cattle there are sometimes
locomotory problems due to demanding mountainous terrain. The problems are managed with
the help of veterinarians. We cope with the deficiency of  some microelements of cattle and
sheep on pasture by providing salt and microelement licks. We evaluate positively our joining
of the  ecological system of farming. However, one negative was that after 2 years of
conversion the financial support by state stopped. This was based on assumption of increased
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income from  ecological products which was unrealistic because of low buying power of our
population. We also tried to produce  ecological pealed barley but the results were poor
because of minimum yield of barley (1.8-2 t per ha) so we discontinued it. Sheep lump cheese
could not be sold in chain stores as it was obtained from thermally untreated   milk. We tried
to sell potatoes as ecological products (with certificate) also on exhibitions. The comment of
one visitor of exhibition in Ko�ice was �I am not interested in ecology, I am interested in
price� This is a cruel truth particularly in the eastern part of SR. The animals were also sold
for conventional prices. We constantly try to establish more advantageous contact also
through association Ecotrend. After 1998 our economical situation became so serious that we
considered  termination of ecological farming. Thanks to collaboration with the Ministry of
agriculture -  Rural development and environmental department, Naturalis, ÚKSUP and
Ecotrend the ecological agriculture received some support in 2003. The prepared Plan of rural
development for the period 2004-2006 and unwillingness to throw away the many years
efforts in this area  prevented us from quitting the  system of ecological agriculture. We
continue with ecological agriculture, protection of biotopes of semi-natural and  natural
permanent grassland against erosion and expect that the proposed system of support will
ensure fair living instead of  decline of rural mountainous areas. I should also mention that
since 2000 I have tried to obtain for our farm a settlement because of limited possibilities of
farming in water source protection zones but was unsuccessful. Sometimes I feel like fighting
against windmills. And in this situation, when the pay is overdue,  I  urge  our employees to
hold on that the situation may finally improve. Their number decreased from 110 in 1991 due
to natural decline, retirement, rationalisation and transfer to other posts to 28. Our ecological
products are offered in our boarding house, particularly potatoes   and beef. In 2000 we
switched from conventional production of sheep lump cheese to machine milking of sheep
and the milk is delivered to Liptov dairy plant because in the period before our accession to
EU we did not assume that products from thermally untreated sheep milk could be placed to
the market. Because this barrier no longer exists we will try to build an  Euro-hut  close to our
boarding house and  offer there  traditional sheep products to tourists. We have our  vision
about further development of activities in ecological agriculture and eko-agrotourism.
However, we have to pay back part of our  loans to create additional sources for investment.
We live as in a known fairy tale "About three coppers", one we return, one we lend and only
one is left for living. I dare to say that the we are overcoming the worst period. We must
believe that our results will allow us to pay for hard work more than minimum wages and
will encourage us to make  further progress.
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Ecological agriculture from the point of view of association Ekotrend
Z. HomolovÆ

Association Ekotrend is a nationwide, non-governmental, non-profit organisation
which  unites 50 members: growers, processers, producers, professionals and all  persons
interested in ecological agriculture and sustainable life. It was established at the beginning of
1997 by division  of the former, 8 years existing ecological association NATURALIS to two
independent organisations:

Ekotrend - association oriented on consultation activities in the field of ecological
production, processing and  sale.

Naturalis - association involved in inspection and certification activities in the field of
ecological agriculture.

The main activities of Ekotrend:
- consultations, spreading information and education of population in the field of ecological

agriculture,
- organisation of specialised events and seminars in the field of ecological agriculture,
- establishing and updating the database of ecological agriculture,
- professional collaboration with competent bodies in preparation and amendment of

respective legislation in the field of ecological agriculture,
- publication of handbooks and education materials concerning ecological agriculture,
- mediation of specialised excursions at home and abroad,
- collaboration with organisations of ecological farmers, schools, research and state

administration bodies and other organisations (consumers, processing of products),
- collaboration in development of unified standard of control/inspection  and control system

in SR,
- the association defends interests of its members.

Fifty percent of Ecotrend members are representatives of primary production. At the
present there are about 200 ecological farms in SR. This means that only 12.5 % is
involved in Ecotrend. To be able to defend our interests towards state administration and
consumers it highly desirable to win over more members. Safety and quality of products
depend in the first place   on the producer and not on the inspection. However,  position of
Slovak producers in the chain producer � state administration � consumer is  unequal. A
unit associating more than 50 % ecological farmers could win more recognition. Demads
of consumers on bioproducts seem to grow but they cannot find them. Why? Is it only
because of bureaucracy? The Days of ecological agriculture organised between Sept. 23
and Oct 17th, 2005, in many Slovak towns  convinced us that the assortment of
bioproducts  offered to consumers is small. It is desirable to extend it more in the near
future.
 Events organised by Ecotrend in this year:
January - exhibition Danubia Gastro
February - radio broadcast � Ourselves for ourselves

 - exhibition BioFach Norinberg (Germany)
      March - conference Turin (Italy)

- seminar Ecological agriculture, Agroinstitute Nitra
      April - exhibition Healthy lifestyle, Tren�ín

- conference Warsaw (Polamd)
May - presenting corn-cob heart free of GMO to the Minister of the environment of

SR
- symposium Perspectives of GMO Bratislava

      June - summer Bioacademy, lednice, CR
      July - Ecocamp Ranch Transhylwahnja Ni�nÆ Kalo�a
      August - Ecocamp AFRA Odorica Levo�a
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- seminar How to write a project, VýchodnÆ
      September � seminar � Food hygiene, Bratislava
      - Biomarket Prague, CR

- Days of ecological agriculture (Sept. 23 and Oct 17th, 2005)

Additional information about association EKOTREND could be found on www.ecotrend.sk
Contact: Ecotrend@ecotrend.sk, tel. 053/451182, fax 053/4699862.
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Development Of Organic Livestock Farming In The Czech Republic
Jan Holoubek, Dep. Of Genetics, Breeding and Animal Nutrition, Faculty of Agriculture,

University of South Bohemia in Ceske Budejovice.

Introduction
The development of organic farming in the Czech Republic began in 1990. Compared

with this first year, when there were just three farms in the Czech Republic operating
according to the principles of organic farming, by the end of 2004 the number of organic
farms had escalated to 836, of which 352 with production of livestock, which were operating
over a total area of 263299 ha, i.e. 6,16% of all farmland in the Czech Republic (this
proportion is higher than the average of approximately 4% in EU Member States). However,
organic production, particularly finished products, vegetables and fruit, is not sufficient. The
share of organic food products in the total food market in the Czech Republic amounts to
mere 0.06% of.

The greatest rise in organically farmed land was registered between 1997 and 2003,
mainly because of the resumption of state aid for organic farming in 1998, which picked up
on the state subsidies which had previously been available between 1990 and 1993. This
support takes the form of direct grants and is established in a government ordinance on the
support of the non-production functions of agriculture. A comparison of the amount of
resources provided between 1998 and 2003 reveals that in 1998 approximately CZK 48
million (i.e. approximately EUR 1.6 million) was paid out, rising to more than CZK 210
million (approximately EUR 7 million) in 2002. In 2003, state aid for organic farmers stood at
approximately CZK 230 million (approximately EUR 7.7 million).

A significant factor in the stabilization of the system of organic farming was the
adoption of Act No 242/2000, on organic farming, which formed a much-needed legislative
framework for the whole system and which was prepared by the Ministry of Agriculture in
cooperation with the Ministry of the Environment. This law entered into effect on 1 January
2001 and lays down the rules for organic farming, the production of bio-foodstuffs,
processing, the import requirements connected with products from other countries, and the
labelling of the produce of organic farming, as well as general requirements related to
inspection procedures for this type of production. The law�s implementing regulations are
Regulation No 53/2001, which with effect as of 15 September 2003 was amended by
Regulation No 263/2003. This amendment mainly dealt with the implementation of
Commission Regulation 1788/2001, an update of the list of fertilizers and plant production
products, the list of raw and ancillary materials which can be used in the production of bio-
foodstuffs, and the list of countries and their inspecting bodies whose certificates are
acknowledged as equal to the certificates issued under the law.

KEZ o.p.s. accreditation (national control body)
�IA o.p.s. accreditation
In October and November 2003, supervisory inspections were carried out by the national
accreditation body �IA o.p.s.   KEZ o.p.s. successfully defended its certificates for these
activities:
� Certificate for the implementation of certification activities in accordance with Act No

242/2000 Coll. and Council Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91 - number 3096
� Certificate for the implementation of inspection activities in accordance with Act No

242/2000 Coll. and Council Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91- number 4019

As a result, the requirements of the Ministry of Agriculture and the EU regarding the
commissioned entity were fulfilled, and KEZ o.p.s. expanded its accreditation; now it is
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eligible to carry out inspections and certification in accordance with the requirements of
Council Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91.

Accreditation with the EU
The Czech Republic is registered in the list of third countries under Commission

Decision No 548/2000 of 14 March 2000 for non-processed and processed products of a plant
origin cultivated in the Czech Republic. The Czech Republic is also registered under
Commission Decision No 2589/2001 of 27 December 2001 for livestock, non-processed and
processed products of an animal origin.

Registration in the List of Third Countries in accordance with Article 11(1) of Council
Regulation No 2092/91 was extended until 30 June 2008 by Commission Decision No
2382/2002 of 30 December 2002.

Accreditation with IFOAM
At the beginning of 2003, KEZ o.p.s. received a certificate of accreditation from The

International Organic Accreditation Service, Inc., with the right to use the logo of the
International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) in its certification
programme called KEZ Standards.
The accreditation agreement was officially signed on the occasion of the international
exhibition BIOFACHJ 2003 in Nuremberg on 14 February 2003.

�KEZ Standards� are designed for those farmers and processors who are interested in
operating and fulfilling higher criteria of organic farming in accordance with the IFOAM
Basic Standards, i.e. above the framework of the law and Council Regulation (EEC) No
2092/91. During the year, another supervisory accreditation visit was made, this time by the
auditor IOAS. Minor inconsistencies discovered during the audit were explained and
resolved. The system of inspection and certification in accordance with IFOAM rules was
successfully launched.
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The Czech National Association Of Organic Farming PRO-BIO
OsladilovÆ, R., PRO-BIO �umperk

PRO-BIO is a national NGO associating ecological farmers, processors and traders as well as
consumers, schools and providers of other services, who focus on ecological agriculture and
the use of its products.

PRO-BIO provides complex services to its members: it assists them in the process of
transition from conventional to ecological farming, helps them solve their technical as well as
administrative problems, and supports the sales and promotion of organic products. The
Association participates in organizing educational programmes and defends its members'
interests when dealing with inspection authorities and state administration bodies.

In general, the Association provides the following services to its members:
� information services (sending invitations to educational, commercial, awareness-

raising and promotional events, offering subscriptions to the magazine "BIO -
Monthly for Sustainable Life", providing access to professional literature and publicity
materials, etc.)

� advisory services
� promotion of ecological farming and organic food
� marketing support, information on sales potentials and contacts
� representing its members' interests
� offering loans from the self-help fund of the Association

PRO-BIO is close to its members - there are ten PRO-BIO regional centres covering the
whole territory of the Czech Republic.

PRO-BIO has 500 members, of which 400 are agricultural enterprises cultivating 115,000
hectares of farmland.

PRO-BIO promotes cooperation with the consumers and friends of ecological farming
through the PRO-BIO League.

PRO-BIO is a member of the international organization IFOAM and a partner of "Bioland",
the German association of ecological farmers.
More information on the activities of the Association in recent years is available in our annual
reports.
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Differences between the Production of Milk from Farms in LFA Areas in ihe Czech
Republic and Organic Farms in Austria

�ermÆk, B., Frelich,J.,Klime�, F.,Vo�í�kovÆ,J., LÆd, F., Kobes, F., University of South
Bohemia in Ceske Budejovice, Faculty of Agronomy

Summary
The results from project Phare Interrect is on web site of www.zf.jcu.cz in part of department
under the department Genetic, breeding and animal nutrition.
We had observed 16 in Austria and 24 thousand of cows in conventional and biological farm.
We had found any difference between the production of milk and its compound- fat, protein,
and other. Not significal differences was only in the kasein content in milk protein depending
on the breeds(HF 2,4 RP,Sim.2,7%respectively) This data is important for cheese producers)
the Eta kasein was found by the worse feed ration. By the pasture utilisation the sensoric
preference was higher than the conventional milk and milk from market.
The samples of different pasture forages were analysed for content of dry matter, crude fat,
crude ash, neutral detergent fibre, acid detergent fibre and acid detergent lignin. In vitro
digestibility of organic matter with the enzymatic methods we hew worse result in the worse
quality of pasture forage (by increased of les of kleeplants and increasing of other plants(12-
49%). These results depend on the pasture management. We have observed the
multifunctional role of pasture. Nature filtration of rain, protection of landscape of
temperature through summer season.

Table. 1: Characteristic of farms, depends on the farming system

unit All farms min. � max. Konv. Bio. Significant of
husbandry tipe

Farms n 98 801) 171) �-
Size of Heard n (krav) 26,6 17,5 - 53,1 26,2 27,3 n.s.
Milk production kg 6897 4434 - 9857 6976 6467 *
Fett % 4,25 3,86 - 4,92 4,25 4,23 n.s.
Content of Protein % 3,48 3,20 - 3,73 3,49 3,44 n.s.
Somatic cells caunt in 1000 170 69 - 431 172 157 n.s.
Content of Cerbamide mg/100 ml 20,13 1 - 75 20,8 16,6 **
Index of Insemination � 1,62 1,14 - 2,71 1,63 1,57 n.s.
Count of First-calv-Cow % ze stÆda 29,7 9,1 - 57,1 29,3 31,1 n.s.
Natality % 83,5 61,3 - 103,5 83,1 85,8 n.s.
Time between two calvings den 390 352 - 456 392 379 **

1) Dates are not available
2) Dates are taken from individual control of efficiency (n=16280)

Table. 2: Statistic of results by cows in bio and conventional system

unit All animals Konv. Bio.
n median s n median s n median s

Quantity of Milk kg/day 16268 22,68 7,33 12320 22,86 7,42 3006 21,46 6,72
Fett % 16276 4,30 0,75 12327 4,31 0,75 3007 4,29 0,75
Content of Protein % 16276 3,53 0,42 12327 3,54 0,42 3007 3,49 0,41
Content of Cerbamide mg/100 ml 16014 20,1 9,2 12191 20,8 8,9 2899 16,6 8,6
Content of Lactose % 16201 4,78 0,20 12270 4,78 0,21 2994 4,76 0,19
Somatic cells caunt in 1000/ml 16201 197 476 12270 197 483 2994 194 462

This summary was supported from project nr. 6007665806
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APPENDIX IV

PRESENTATIONS FROM THE SAFO ROADSHOW IN ESTONIA

Presentation title Author Page
Development plan, trends and strategy of
organic farming in Estonia

Peeter Prass 45

Organic farming in Estonia Egon Palts 51
Aivar Pikkments Matiku  Farm Aivar Pikkmets 54
Vaike-Hauka Farm Mrs Ell Sellis 57
Ecological Animal Production Margo Mansberg 63
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Slide 1

DEVELOPMENT PLAN, TRENDS AND
STRATEGY OF ORGANIC AGRICULTURE IN

ESTONIA

Peeter Prass
Ministry of Agriculture

Department of Plant Health
Organic Agriculture Bureau
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Slide 4

� Relatively high share of
ecologically clean nature
resources

� Subsidising organic production
� Enlargement of market
� Valuating the meaning of

�ecological�
� Organic farming can be well

integrated with alternative
activities (e.g. tourism) in rural
areas

Organic agriculture � an option?

Slide 5

Organic land use in 2004
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Organic animal production in 2004

Dairy cattle
60,3%Beef cattle

21,8%

Sheep
9,9%

Goats
0,4%

Horses
6,6% Rabbits

0,2%

Poultry
0,5%
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Share of different species from total number of
organic animals (presented as animal units)
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Slide 7

Organic logo

        Estonian            European Union

Slide 8

Development plan of organic
agriculture in EU

� EU development plan � 21 activities
� Member States have supported following activities:

� Educating consumers and promoting the logo

� Collecting of statistical data

� Strengthening of research in organic farming

� Additional support from CAP

� Regulating of GMO issues

Slide 9

Main problems

� Awareness low amongst consumers
� Low quantities of organic products
� Many farms still in conversion period
� Very small number of processors, much paperwork,
high level of investments, high taxation
� Marketing is not coordinated
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Slide 10

Development plan of organic
agriculture in Estonia 2005 - 2010

� Development plan devised for five years

� Based on reports from nine working group meeting for
different stakeholders

� Development plan includes more detailed action plan
and budget for the first 1-2 years

� Different activities are to be implemented by the projects
of public, private and third sector

Slide 11

AIMS

� At least 95% of consumers should recognise and
know the meaning of organic logo

� By the year 2010 the largest marketing chains should
include organic vegetables, berries, meat and milk
products

Slide 12

Developing of processing
      Production of home made and traditional organic

products

� Ensuring better production and processing
possibilities for small producers, applying
distinctions in small processing

� A separate abattoir for organic animals and
introducing of mobile slaughterhouses

� Promotion of rental kitchens
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Slide 13

� Standards for rabbits, nutria, fish, brewing
etc.

� Establishment of presentation farms
� Continuous transmission of information

about organic issues to producers and
processors

� Improving of advisory service
� Improving of control system
� Promoting of cooperation between organic

producers

Developing of production

Slide 14

Organic farming is expencive?

� Ensuring low interest loans and better initiate support
for organic producers and processors

� Investigating tax burden of organic enterprises
� Investigating the extent of paperwork in organic

enterprises

Slide 15

Promoting the market, educating
publicity

� Promoting the market by different
activities

� Labelling organic products and logo
campaigns for broader consumer
groups

� Integrating organic farming and
rural tourism

� Introducing organic food products
in kindergartens, schools and
hospitals

� Export
� Import
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Slide 16

Other activities

� Avoiding GMOs in organic farming, informing
about possible risks in coexistence of GMOs and
organic farming

� Research activities:
Health issues
Suitable varieties, breeds, crop rotations etc. 

for organic farming

Slide 17

Proposals

� Waiting for your proposals and comments
on development plan of organic agriculture

   Address: mahe@agri.ee

� Development plan is available on Ministry
of Agriculture webpage:
www.agri.ee

Slide 18

Thank you for
attention!
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Aivar Pikkmets Mätiku Farm

Slide 2

General information

• Organic since 2001
• Agr icultural  land 327,38 ha, Forest 102

ha
• In crop rotation 131,48 ha (46,07)
• Permanent grassland 170,19 (32,71)
• Natural grassland 25,71 (10,8)
• Rented land 89,58 ha

Slide 3

Crop rotations

• 5 years 95,21
• Grassland
• Grassland
• W. cereals (rye+ CC)
• S. cereals (oats)
• W. cereals (tr iticale

+under  sown)

• 3 years 36,27 ha
• Grassland
• S. Cereals (barley+beas)
• W. cereals (wheat+ under

sown)

� Cereal yield:
• 04 a 49      70 tons
• 05 a 72,56 80 tons


