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AnimalAnimal healthhealth and and welfarewelfare, a , a topictopic of of 
interestinterest in in organicorganic farmingfarming

Low attention to animal welfare in the beginning of 
organic farming.
Believe in animal health following EU organic-welfare
standards automatically, failed.
Improvement of animal welfare in conventionel farming
in some cases better than in organic farming.
Increasing animal health problems caused by increasing
intensity of organic farming.
Professional care with a closer look on health problems.
No high quality standards without high health standards.
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Federal Federal programprogram forfor organicorganic
farmingfarming in Germanyin Germany

Program of the former german government.
Promotion of organic farming heading for the
goal of 20% share of market.
Projects of the program promoting:
– Organic production.
– Collecting and processing organic products.
– Marketing and consumption of organic products.
– Technology of organic farming.

Measures in the projects:
– Work for information material.
– Lessons and workshops for farmers, advisors and 

veterinarians.
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DeficitsDeficits in in animalanimal welfarewelfare in in 
GermanyGermany

Evaluation of animal health and welfare in 
organic husbandry was disillusionating:
– Comparable problems as in conventional

husbandry, slightliy differing.
– High percentages of affected animals.
– Low awareness in farmers of having a welfare

problem in the herd.
– Systemic faults difficult to correct.
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Special Special HealthHealth DeficienciesDeficiencies
withinwithin thethe SpeciesSpecies

Cattle: Poultry:
– Lameness - Scours
– Mastitis - Lung Disease
– Scours - Featherpicking

– Parasitic Problems - Parasitic Problems

Swine:
– Scours
– Lung Disease
– Parasitic Problems
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ProjectProject: : ImplementingImplementing animalanimal healthhealth
and and welfarewelfare in in organicorganic husbandryhusbandry

Recent project in the federal program for
organic farming:
– Development and testing of checklists to evaluate

animal health and animal welfare.
– Development and testing of health plans to improve

animal welfare on farms.
– Four scientific institutions and Bioland° involved.
– Subjects: Dairy cows, breeding sows, laying hens and 

sociological acceptance of the health plans.
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ProjectProject: : ImplementingImplementing checklistchecklist and and manualmanual
of of animalanimal healthhealth intointo farmsfarms of Bioland°of Bioland°
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Main subjects of the project:

Short checklist of animal health for certification
body
– Report to Bioland in case of main deficiencies





ProjectProject: : ImplementingImplementing checklistchecklist and and manualmanual
of of animalanimal healthhealth intointo farmsfarms of Bioland°of Bioland°
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Main subjects of the project:

Short checklist of animal health for certification
body
– Report to Bioland in case of main deficiencies

Manual of health management for advisors and 
farmers
– Manual of health management for evaluation of 

animal health and welfare on the farm.
– Detection of weak spots in health and welfare.
– Education of the farmers.





SummarySummary
Since animal health and animal welfare is a topic
of interest in Germany, the deficits became more
obvious.
Animal health and welfare problems are mainly
management-born.
Education and support for farmers in 
cooperation with advisors and vets has begun.
Easy to handle parameters for animal health and 
welfare are evaluated.
Certification bodies include animal health and 
welfare parameters into their inspections.
Manual of animal health and welfare in progress
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